State of Alaska Emergency Management Partner:

The State of Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, in cooperation with the West Coast / Alaska Tsunami Warning Center, the National Weather Service and the Alaska Broadcasters Association will conduct a test of the State’s Tsunami Warning System on March 24, 2010.  This test is done in conjunction with the 46th anniversary of the 1964 Alaska earthquake and Governor Parnell’s declaration of the week March 22-26 as Tsunami Awareness Week. This week has also been designated as the national tsunami awareness week and the nation’s tsunami warning system will conduct a communications exercise on this Wednesday as well.  

Alaska will use the exercise to conduct a “real code” test of the State’s emergency alert system.  At approximately 09:45 Wednesday March 24, 2010, the State’s emergency broadcast system and NOAA Weather Radio system will deliver a test tsunami warning message. While the message will be a “test” message, the codes used to activate the system will be the real codes used in an actual tsunami warning.  This allows Alaska to verify the warning and alert system is programmed correctly for a tsunami emergency. 
We wanted to make sure you were aware of this test and the excellent opportunity it provides for local jurisdictions to consider tsunami and/or earthquake preparedness activities including:

· Testing local warning  / siren systems

· Conducting outreach and education on tsunamis and/or earthquakes

· Practicing “duck, cover and hold” drills and/or tsunami evacuations, sheltering
· Emergency operations drills or exercises (a dissemination exercise manual produced in cooperation with the West Coast / Alaska Tsunami Warning Center is available upon request)
· Any emergency preparedness activities that enhance the awareness and readiness of citizens for tsunami and /or earthquake

While not every area of the State is at risk for tsunami, many citizens travel to tsunami hazard areas for recreation or business.  Likewise, much of our State lies in an earthquake hazard area and this test recalls the 1964 disaster that touched all of Alaska.

If you choose to use the test in March in some way for emergency preparedness or outreach, please let us know so we can share the ideas and lessons learned with others around the State.

We are also here to answer any questions in support of your local tsunami / earthquake preparedness efforts.  We have supplies of both earthquake and tsunami outreach materials available upon request.
Thank you,

Mark W Roberts

Alaska State Hazard Mitigation Officer

Supervisor Alaska Tsunami and Earthquake Programs
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