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The US Virgin Islands has a very high tsunami risk to life and livelihoods from local, regional and distant tsunamis.  The most recent tsunami occurred in 1867, generating runuups of 20 feet in downtown Charlotte Amalie on St. Thomas and Fredricksted in St. Croix.  It has been estimated by FEMA as part of its catastrophic planning that in the event of a tsunami 30,000 residents and 20,000 visitors would need to be evacuated to get out of harm’s way.  In addition, given that the major source of income for this US Territory is tourism (both from cruise ships and airborne travelers) the USVI the livelihood of  its people is also at great risk.

Given its great vulnerability, the USVI has been enhancing its tsunami preparedness efforts with the following accomplishments over the past years:
1. In August 2009, NTHMP awarded the USVI $42,000.  This funding was used to conduct two community workshops and convene the territorial tsunami working groups.
2. USVI established state of the technology EOC’s and 911 centers on St. Thomas and St. Croix for 24/7 management and notification capabilities. 
3. In 2010 with FEMA funding, installed the VI Mass Alert and Notification System providing 24/7 messages thru multiple means to its suscribers.
4. In 2010-2011 VITEMA utilized a $350,000 federal homeland security grant and 10 sirens were installed on the islands of St. Croix, St. John and St. Thomas to warn the community of a tsunami threat alert.  VITEMA has received an additional $350,000 which it will combine with VI PFA funding to purchase 14 additional units.
5. USVI participated in the 2011 LANTEX/CARIBE WAVE exercise and will also be participating in the 2012 LANTEX as well as other tsunami exercises as part of the FEMA Catastrophic planning.
6. VITEMA, local researchers and NWS have conducted vigorous education and outreach program in schools, community centers, public venues, media and thru its website.
7. In 2011 VITEMA purchased with FEMA funding 100 Tsunami signs. 
8. NOAA weather radios have been distributed to schools and government offices.
9. On January 31, 2012 the Governor of the US Virgin Islands, John P. de Jongh Jr. and the Director of VITEMA, B. Gen. Elton Lewis signed the Tsunami Incident Annex which establishes guidelines for emergency response agencies during a tsunami incident.  This project was funded by a $100,000 grant from the VI Public Finance Authority.  In absence of tsunami modeling 80 feet elevation and 1 mile inland were used as the parameters for establishing the tsunami evacuation zone.

The USVI has requested $22,000 to prepare, print and distribute 6000 tsunami evacuation maps following the NTHMP guidelines for the islands of St. Croix, St. John and St. Thomas and for travel of  2 VITEMA officials to the NWS SJFO and the Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program in Puerto Rico for training on the tsunami warning system procedures.

A total of $7500 is requested by SRH to assist, verify and recognize the USVI as a  TsunamiReady jurisdiction.



BUDGET


	SRH BUDGET  TSUNAMIREADY PROJECT IN USVI

	 
	Quantity
	Price per Unit
	TOTAL

	Travel 
	 
	 
	 

	Travel of Christa von Hillebrandt to USVI for Verification Visit
	1
	2000
	2000

	Travel of SJFO WCM  to USVI for Verification Visit
	1
	2000
	2000

	Travel of SJFO WCM, TsunamiReady Ceremony 
	1
	500
	500

	Travel of SJFO MIC, TsunamiReady Ceremony 
	1
	500
	500

	Travel of Christa von Hillebrandt, TsunamiReady Ceremony 
	1
	500
	500

	Travel Bill Proenza, TsunamiReady Recognition Ceremony
	1
	2000
	2000

	TOTAL TRAVEL
	 
	 
	7500





